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N UM B. XXIX, 


Abfiract of the Report from the Committee of S ecrery. iat 


HE. Books, Papers, &9c. delivered in ro 
the Committee, chiefly relate.to, the 
late Negociations of Peace and Com- 
inerce : But fevera! Books, Papers and 

Letters are wanting ; and Interruptions.of very 
material Corre{pondencies are frequent. 

The firft material Paper is, The firft Propofitions 
of France, figned by Torcy, Apr.22, 1711, all in 
loote, genera! Terms; and to whom directed, ap- 
pears nor. France, from the beginning, defigning 
to fecuré Spain and thé Indies, and fow Jealoufies 
amongft our Allies, offers to treat a Peace fepa- 
rately or joyntly, as England pleafes. The {aid 
Propofiticns tranfmitted, Apr.27. to Ld. -Raby at 
the Hazuc, that Minifter aflures the Penfionary, the 
Queen would make Peace or War only in concert 
with her Allies. Ld. Raby in his Letters, May 25 
& 26. writes to Mr. St. Fohn, that the Penfionary 
thanked the Queen for communicating thofe Pro- 
pofitions, and for her Declaration to act in con- 
cert, ©&c. Lut that the Propofitions were too dark 
and general, tending only to fow Jealoufies ; and 
France may more particularly explain them. 
“@fer this, we had no Communication with the 
metre fer five Months, till our /pecial Prelimina- 
ries Were Re id the feven general Prelimina- 
ries concluded’, 
the Secret, deci =,ymadvifeable to act openly 
with the States, thar the¥ may nor accufe England 
of taking Meafures without them. Upon this Mr. 
St. Fohn, in his Letrer May 29. informs Ld. Raby, 
thar ic was the Queen's Pleafure, he fhould come 
over and confult about {ome confiderable Points ; 
and that the Queen would give him the Promoti- 
on he defired in his Peerage. Several other Let- 
ters pafs berween them; in Anfwer to one of 
which, Mr. St. John tells him, That Britain had 
gone fo much too far in weaving her Inte: eft into that 
of the Continent, that it would prove no eafie Task to 
difintangle our Affairs without tearing or rending, Up- 
on this Ld. Raby, in his Letter to Mr. St. Fobn, 
Fure +6. departs from his former Opinions, and 
fays, He will venture boldly, and do any Thing, if they 
will rruft him with rheir real Intentions ; defires 
to come over forthwith ; adding, that be will grudge 
no Danger or Pains ; then requefts Ld. Shrewsbury 
and Harley may be told of his Declaration. Here 
the Committee are a lofs to know, why the Mi- 
nifters at once dropt all Correfpondence with our 
Allies, without the leaft Shadow of Offence ; and 
why all rhéir folemn Affurances were on a fudden 
difpenc’d with, and the Queen’s Honour and Name 
facrificed to private Views. 

1d. Strafford’s Inftructions, dated Ofod. 1. make 
mention of a Correfpondence by Papers, which 
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ever, Ld. Raby, not yetin » 


are all fupprefs'd, except two of three. The firft, 
dared Fuly 1. is private Propofitions fent' by Mr. 
Prior from England. The next is Mr. Pyfor's Au- 
thority, figned .4. R. not dated, nor counter-figned, 
whereby he is inftructed to communicate, and 
bring back the Anfwer of France to our’ Prelimi- 
nary Demands. Thefe are all Mr.-Prior’s Inftru- 
ctions, excepting an Entry in Ld. Strafford’s Book, 
which fays, Mr. Prior had Orders to fee; if Frarice 
had full Power from Spain. The Englifh Propo- 
{als are as dark as thofe of France: But by the Pa- 
per intitled, Draught of Anfwers upon the Conference 
of Monfieur Mefnager, it appears, that the Mini-> 
fter of France was ipftructed to treat of the Inte- 
reft.of the Allies ; to which the Englifh Miniftry 
would by no means confent ; but agreed to treat 
feparavely with France, and to keep the Secret in- 
violably ; notwithftanding the 8b Article of the 
Grand Alliance, which fays, That it ) 
ful for any of the Parties concerned, the T¥ar once be- 
gun, to treat a Peace with the Ener, unlefs joyntly, 
and by communicating their Counfeis to the other Par- 
ties. What fatal Confequences attended this Vi- 
olatien of our Alliance, will appear’ hereafter : 
All we fhall obferve here is, that the whdle Trade 


,of the World is given to.France for bare verbal 


Affurarices, That France and Spain fhall never be 
united, Gerth ; 7 
Prior being now arrivéd in France, Torcy writes 


to St. Fobn, Aug. 3: N.S. He was glad to fee Mr. 


Prior, but with'd he had full Powers. Soon after 
Prior veturns, attended by Méfnager, who was 
vefted with full Powers to treat not only with Bri- 
tain, but any other of the Allies. In the mean 
time, we have no Account of what Conferences 

affed (though they met often) till Sept. 20. By 

etrer of that Dare from S+. John to the Queen 
at Windfor, it appears, that Ld. Treafurer, ‘Cham- 
berlain, Dartmouth, Mr. St. Fohn and Mefnager met 
that Evening at Prior's Houfe, as Prior fays, by 
Order of the Lords of the Council, though the 
Queen knew nothing, of it. Here che French 
King’s Anfwer to our Propofitions was delivered, 
and thofe Propofitions made into Preliminaries, 
and figned Sept. 27. Afrer this, S¢. Fohn defires a 
Warrant for a Great Seal to conftiture Oxford; 
Buckingham, Briftol, Shrewsbary, Pawlet, Dart- 
mouth, §t. Folm and Prior, Plénipotentiaries, A 
Warrant is figned ; but the Lord Keeper did not 
affix the,Seal, &c. as dire@ted: The Warrant 
therefore is nor counter-figned ; and is endorfed, 


Fuly 1. 


It not be law- | 


Sept. 20. 


Sept. 27. 


Not ufed.. This Warrant is dated Sept.17. though Sept. 17, 


not prepared nor thought, of till the 20rb. This 
was done to juftify the Minifters meeting previ- 
ous to any Warrant: But, what is more furpriz- 

. ing, 
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; 
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ing, all thefe Authorities are laid afide, and the 
Preliminaries are figned by Warrant direé&ted to 
arid notcounter-figned. ‘Tis ré ) 
Paper of Pawers is Counter-fignéd ; ‘but the Queeén’s 
Nathéalorféexpos'd to cover all ; as if that would 
skreen them from the Lage of the Nation, when 
thefe Things came_to be enquired into. 

Yer for all this Sacrifice of the Intereft of Eu- 










rope, Great-Britain gained no patticulat Advan- . 


tages ; thofe fhe asked were inconfiderable, and 
yet not made effectual ; the Succeffion is very 
lirrle regarded; the Queen's Title not acknow- 
ledged ; not a-Word abour removing the Preten- 
der ; not any Engagement not to fiipport him in 
any Attempt he fhould make upon the Nation ; 
our Commerce mentioned in doubtful Words, 
and ro the Advautage of France; the Equivalent 
for Dunkirk 1s exprefféd in ftrong Terms, and the 
Demolition in loofe ones ; Hudfon’s-Bay and New- 
foundland, though of moft Importance to England, 
are exprefly,given up to France; and the Intereft 


‘of England: Jeft to be treated in General Con- 
* ferences. : 


One thing, is to be obferved ; all Advantages 
relating {to,,,Spain are granted in King Philip's 
Name 3 and.get all Intentions of leaving any part 
of the Spanifb Monarchy to him difavowed. Thefe 
Preliminaries were plainly nor for our Inrereft, and 
are fo explained in the very Words of the Paper 
called Draught. of Anfwers upon the Conferences 
with Monfieur Me/nager ; That our Minifters may 
be enabled to,engage the Queen to make the Conclifion 
of the General Peace eafie to France. But the Con- 
ditions, bad as they are, are only declared Con- 
ditional in cafe of a General Peace ; and are ac- 
cepted by France, only as Condittons to make‘us 
force the Allies to fuch Terns as the French fhould 
pleafe ro impofe : And this our Minifters explain, 
when they fay, France can run no rifque in fuch 
Engagements, Jince the [pecial Preliminaries will have 
no effett, till a general Peace is figned. 

This then was the Dilemma; the Queen mutt 
either go. on, with France, or be expoted by the 
French ‘for breach: of publick Faith, when they 
pleafedto divulge the Secret: And that they made 
ule of this opportunity, appears by Ld. Raby’s Let- 
ter to St. F¥chn, Fune 20, N.S. giving an Account, 
that the Penfionary and Vanderduffen had feen a 


~ Letter to Torcy relating to our Negociations. On 


the fame Day that the /pecial Preliminaries were 
figned, another Set of General Preliminaries were 


 figned to be fent to Holland, with Alterations by 


Ld. Treafurer to make them palatable ; and the fame 
Day a feparare Article is figned in favour of the 
Duke of Savoy. tart 

Now a perfect Unanimity is ferrled between 
France and England; and in order ro make it laft- 
ing, Ld. Strafford’s Inftructions for Holland, dated 


O tab, 1, Ottob.1, O. S. were no fooner prepared, but Mr. 


St. Fob tells Torcy, Your Minifter (meaning Me/- 
nager) is fully informed in whar the E. of Seraf- 
ford is to propofe to the States. This is very ex- 
traordinary, if we confider Ld. Strafford was at 


this very Time fent over to prefs the opening of, 


the General Conferences, with a Declaration of the 
greateft Friendfhip to the States : Nay further, he 
propofed.a new Scheme for carrying on the War, 
and a¢quainred them with the Queen's Refoluti- 
ons thereupon. .The Preliminaries did .by no 
means pleafe the Dutch; they dreaded to open 
the General. Conferences upon Propofals fo General 
and Uncertain; they infifted ro have the Articles 
relating to their Barrier and Commerce explained 
and {pecified: for fome Time they declined grant- 
ing Pafports to the Minifters of France, and fent 


Dartmouth and Sr: Foln, only figdedjby the Queen, : 
u napa not one 


Psa it 2] - 


over Mr. Buis to intercede with the Queen to ale 
ter her Refolutions : But the Durc/ were told from 
alf'Hands, that any Delays on their part would 
be looked upon asa Refufal to comply with the 
Queen’s.Propofitions, Therefore they Are forced 


1711-12. The Refolusion of thé States above- 
mentioned was fent to England; upon which St. 
Fohn writes, to Torey, to make tome Explications, 


/and to affiire' him, if rhe King would offer Speci- 


fick Preliminaries, the Queék would never com- 
mynicate them to her Allies’; and, fays he, if the 
Sieur Gualtjer returns with thete Marks of Con- 
fidence in us, you will fee our Parliament as much 
inclined to Peace as ever’ it wasto War. Here 
we fee our Miniftry begging of France, after a 7 
Months Treaty, -to know-only what was defigned 
for our Allies; fearful of being difavowed by 
France; declaring the Dutch only delired tome Se- 
curity for their Barrier and Commerce ; promifing, 
if they may have Credit, to ufe it with great re- 
ferve, and never communicate it tothofe, for 
whom only they pretended their great Submiffion 
was nade. To all this, France anfwers by a Pa- 
er Nov. 18.1711. and by Letter from Torcy to 
St. Fohn, That His Majefty depends upon Secrecy, and 
extols the Queen's Firmmne/s. ; 
December 23.1711. Her Majefty’s Inftructions 
to the Plenipos at the Hague, Bp. of Briftol and Ld. 
Srafford, are Signed. By thote Inftructions it is 
plain, that fhe yer thought fit to Infers, that no 
Part of Spain or the W%/t-Indies fhould be allotted 


to any Branch of the Houfe of Bourbon. Fan. 15. Fan. 15: 


they arrive at Utrecht ; upon which Torcy writes to 
St. Fohbn, that the Confidence’ was not fo great, 
as he could with, between Frence and Britain, and 
defires him to fend more particular Inftructions 
to our Plenipo’s to concert their Proceedings with 
the King’s Minifters. the French in the Congrefs 
deliver fpecifick Explanations of Préliminaries, 
which were Receivd with the greateft Indignari- 
on by the Allies: and Ld. Strafford in his Letter 
Feb, 16. fays, the French are Mortified at the ge- 
neral Difconrent their Prelimenaries gave, and 
with they had put in Tournay for the Dutch,. and 


» St. Venant to be Demolithed, to gen rhe Matter 


‘at its firit coming out. nd 
Our Plenipotentiaries were \ifkewife uneafy:They 
had done ail they could, Ld. Strafford fays, to make 
the French explain fully ; being that will ftrike the 
Minds of unthinking People, and make fome Work for 
Reflection for the Faction. Our Pleniporentiaries 
want further Orders ; are at a Lofs how to behave 
about Spain, both as to the Difpofal of it, and as 
to the particular Advantages for Britain. But 
Harley Arrives to Comfort them, and St. Fobn tells 
them, that his Hurry has been inexpreffible ;° that 
Harley was too ufeful in the Houfe of Commons to 
be {pared fooner, till that Houfe was perfectly fecu- 
red to the Queen's Intereft and the Meafures of 
Peace ; that the French Plan was too fcanry ; and 
that the Queen had gone, farther in the Peace 
than could be expected. : 
he Committee takes Norice of this Reflection 


on the H. of Commons, and that Harley was Agent. 


and near Relation to the Ld. Treafurer. Tis plain 
for whofe Service Harley was employ’d ; for imme- 
dtately St. Fohn writes to Torcy March. 4. and tells 
him, the necefJary Difpofitions were made among the 
People ; that the Queen had taken the only Refolution, 
that could bring us ina fhort Time to a good and folid 
Peace ; that Harley now carrys the final Inftructions 
to the Plenipotentiaries ; refers himfelf to Monfieur 
Guglwer to explain bimfelf more at larve as to Har- 
ley's Commiffion ; and hopes the King of France will 
Co-operate with the Queen. Thote Inftructions do 


not 
° @ 





.to yield, and open the General Conferences, Fan. 1. 1711-12, 


Fan. 1. 


Feb. 16. 


Mar. 4: 
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Apr. 29. 


Maz) 3. 











1712. 
Mar. 25- 


Apr, 27. 


"be concerned at their Uneafinefs. 
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not appear: it feems they were not proper to be 
trufted to Writing ; therefore this, and all Mat- 
ters relating to the Pretender are referred to Gual- 
tier to explain: but Torcy explains the neceffary Di- 


Mar. 28. Jpofitions at Home in a Memorial the 28 of March. 


1712. wherein he fays, The King of France a/- 
fures himfelf, that thofe, who now cir with fo 
much Capacity the Affairs of the Queen of Great-Bri- 
tain, know how to Curb the Paffion of the turbulent 
Party in the other Houfe. 

The Allies meet at Utrecht 4. March N. S. to 
communicate their refpective Demands. A Claufe 
is agreed upon, whereby a juft and reafonable Sa- 
tisfaction fhall be inferted for them; and theDytch, 
refolve to make good all their Treaties. The Bri- 
tiflo Minifters declare, as the reft do, for a juft and 
reafonable Satisfaction to all the Allies; and hope, 
what they fay will not be contrary to what has hi- 
therto been declared. March 15. The Allies de- 


liver their {pecifick Demands to the French, but at’ 


the next Conferrence, on the 9. they put off their 
Explanation till the 30. On the 30 the French Ple- 
niporentiaries offer to debate, but refufe to anfwer 
in Writing: The Britifh Minifters are apply d to ; 
and they join in an Inftance to be made, thar the 
French may anf{wer in Writing : But Ld. Strafford 
had before given his Opinion by his Letrer to Sz. 
Folm, March. 25. wherein he fays; The Allies will 
be furpriz’d that the French don’t an{wer in Wri- 
ting ; but ‘tis the wifeft Way: It would be beft 
they fhould reafon in open Congref{s upon the De- 
mands of the Allies, which will occafion Difficul- 
ties and Debates, which had better come from 
them than any one elfe. The French perfift not 
to an{wer in Writing; and the States not to 
treat. Ld. Strafford writes,* Things are like to 
be carried to extremity at the Hague ; but that it 
was the Jaft conclufive Pang of an expiring Facti- 
on: but what clears up their Conduct in this Point 
is Ld. Straffird’s Letter, Apr.27. 1712. He fays, 
the Penjionary defired, they might anfwer in Wri- 
ting ; but he thinks the French will evade it, tll 
they know what Succefs Guailtier has had at London : 
And in his Letter of the 30. the French will give 
no Anfwer till they fee all agreed upon between 
our Court and theirs, knowing the Bufinefs will 
be done at Lendon and Veryailes, not at Utrecht. 
The beginning of April, iarley and Gaultier go 
to Utrecht and deliver a Plan for a General Peace, 
to the Ld. Privy-Seal and Strafferd: but under 
the higheft Obligations of Secrecy to difcover no- 
thing to the Refit of the Allies. Ld. Privy-Seal 
April 29..writes to Mr. Secretary, the Negotiations 
are at a Stand till the French return fome Anfwer 
or other : The French will not an{wer, till they 
hear from England about the Succefs of Monjfieur 
Gualtier. Mr. St. Fohn, May 3. tells their Excel- 
cellencies, If our Friends at Wtretcht.wont be fatis- 
fied, in a few Days I hepe we fhall have no Reafon to 
Ld. Strafford goes 
to England; and the Ld. Privy-Seal receives new 
Orders, to ftop the Tariff of 64 for theDutch, and 
ro decline Conferences, till he receives the Qucen’s 
Plan; that her Majefty found fuch ill Returns ro 
her Condefcenfion towards the Dutch, that he is 
ordered, upon the firft Opportunity, to declare a- 
mong other things, that fhe lcoks upon her felf, 
from their Conduét, now to be under no Obligaticn 
whatfcever to them. 


The Summary then of all thefe Proceedings was . 


thus : The Congrefs for General Conferences was 
opened at Urrecht,that the Allies might in Appea- 
rance have an Opportunity of Treating. Our Mi- 
nifters were inftructed to act in Concert with the 
Allies ; aorwithftanding which they really acted in 
Concert with the French Plenipo's. The Allies gave 


4 
rs 


q 


in Specific Demands, which rhe French were by un- 
neceffary Delays to gain time upon, while the whole 
Negotiations were carried on in London, and dicta- 
ted byFrance, All Particulars, even fuch as related 
to the Allies, were tranfacted with Secrecy : Thi 
Dutch are preffed to come into the Queen's Mea- 
fures, without knowing what they were: and for 
no other Rteafon, fo foon as the Duke of Ormond 
was ordered not to engage, and the great Projects 
were ready to be executed, the Queen declares, 
fhe looks upon her felf to be under no Obligation to 
them. Thus the Alliance berween Great-Britain 
and her popries Allies is cancelled, before any 
Thing was finally concluded even berween Us and 
France, or we had the leaft Security for our Trade, 
or any other Advantage. 

During thefe Negociations at Utrecht, the great 
Affairs of the Renunciation and the CefJation were 
upon the Anvil ar Lendon. The firft Mention of 
the Renunciation is in a Memorial, dared March 
28. 1712. which is fuppreffed: but it appears, 
from the Anfwer to it, thar the Method of pre- 
venting the Union of the two Crowns was not once 
mentioned. So that our Minifters had not taken 
the leaft Precaution in a Point wherein Great-Bri- 
tain was {fo highly concerned :) Torcy declares in the 
faid Memorial, That the Renunciation would be Null 
by the Law of France ; that the, King of France re- 
ceives his Crown not from his. Predeceffor, nor the Peo- 
ple, but the Law; net as Heir but Mafter of the 
Kingdom; which Law Ged only can Abolifh. St.John 
in bis Anfwer, Mar.23. fays, he cannot be perfwa- 
ded but a Prince may depart from his Right by.a 
voluntrary Ceilion, which may be fupporred by 
Gurantees; and that the Negociations will not be — 
continued without this or fome other equally felid 
Expedient. Monfieur Zorcy replies, April the 8, 
an Expedient may be found, that when the King 
of Spain is immediate Succeflor or prefumptive 
Heir toFrance, he faall make Choice which Crown 
he will accept; thar King, Philip fg be a Party 
to the ‘Treaty ; and all the Powers of Europe Gua- 
rantees: Mr. St. Fohn reafons againft it, and fays 
King Philip muft determine his Choice immedi- 
ately, during the Congrefs-: Torcy replies, the 
King approves his Propofition and has written to, 
Spain to let his Grandfon know the Neceffity of 
his declaring now, that he will make fuch a Choice. 
whenever the Succedfion is open in his Favour, and 
promifes to ufe all Means, even Force, to make 
him agree to ir: and that he propofes a Sufpenfion 
of Arms. April 29. Mr. St. Fohn treats this Anfwer 
as liable to all the former Objections ; infifts, among 
other Things, that K. Philzp fhall make his .Re- 
nunciation immediately ; that ocherwife we fhould 
lofe rhe Fruit of all the Blood, that had been fpilt, 
betray the Common Caufe, and expofe the pre-. 
fent Age and Pofterity to inconceivable Dangers ; 
and propofes, that if K. Philip prefers France, he 
fhall withdraw with his Family, and that Spain 
and the Indies {hall he given to the Duke of Savoy 3 
that Philip fhall have Sicily, the Hereditary Domi- 
nions of Savoy, Montferat and Mantua ; (all which 
he fhould hold, though he were King of France, 
except Sicily ;) which fhould return to the Houfé 
of Auftria. 
Alternative ; fays, he hopes nothing will happen 
in the mean time, till King Pdjlip’s Pleafure be 
known, to difturb the good Dilpofitions for the 
Publick Repofe. 

King Philip chufes to make the Renunciation | 
of France, though the French Minifters told us ear- 
ly it would be infufficient and contrary. to their, 
Laws ; notwithftanding which, our Englifh Mini-: 
{ters (though they had laid it down as a Princi- 
ple not to be departed from, that the Union of 
the 





May 18. N.S. Torcy confents to this.May 18. 
N. S. 








So se 
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tHE two Manarchies would be,the greateft Mifchief 


“that ‘could pofflibly happen to Europe) accept it, and 
“after that, take no Care to have it folemnly ac- 


“€epred by the States of France, or Confirmed by the 
‘general Guaranty of Europe. {t appears, thar this 
‘whole Tranfaction was done by the Advice and 
“Approbation of the Lord Treafurer, as firft Mini- 
‘fter. Mr. St. Fobn, in his Letter April 24. fays, 
‘he ftéps the Courier’ to wait for Ld. Treafurer’s 
‘Letter to Torcy ; and, April 11. He was obliged 
to ftop the Courier, in. hopes the Lord Treafurer 
would be able ro anfwer Torcy’s Letrer s for a De- 
‘fluxion in his EyeShad hindred him for*five Days; 
and, April 26. Torcy fays, He is concerned for his 
MInefs, and concludes, It is very Important that 
thofe, who like you and him, have had the Princi- 
pal Share in the Work of Peace, flould have the Glory 
uf Finifbing it. 

“Torcy’s Letter, May.1$.N.S. was received by Mr. 
St. Fohn May 9.0. §. with the King of Fravce’s Pro- 
‘mife, that his Grandfon fhould. accept the Alrer- 
native: The Day following, without knowing 
‘whethér King Philip would confent to it, Orders 
are fent to the Duke of Ormond, not to engage ina 
Siege, or hazard-a Battle ; and he is directed to 
diignife the Receiprof his Orders from the Allies: 
ar the fame time, thefe very Orders are commu- 
nicared to our Enemies. What Thoughts Mr. St. 
Fohn had of this Order, appears by his Lerter to 
Prior, Sept. 19, 1712. I will not fay this Order faved 
their Army (the French) from being beat; but I think 


Sept.. 19. in my Confcience, that it did.*° May 24, 1712. St. 


June 8. red ro Commiffaries. 


N. S. 


N. 5S. 


Fclm Writes again to Torcy, acquainrs him with the 
Stéps the Queen was refolved to take, and ina 


_ Memorial of the fame Dare, declares, thar the 


Quéen had fettled with France the Intérefts of Great 
Britain; that the Inrereft of the other Powers 
were eafy ro be adjuftéd, fince the King offers to 
imoft of them véry near what they demanded; and 
to prevent the Obftructions which the Events of a 
Campaign might occafion, fhe had agreed ro a 
Ceffation of drms. The Conditions, fpecified in 
the faid Memorial, are Demands relating to North 
America, Commerce, and the Sufpenfion of Arms ; 
chat the prefent Crifis will only admit_of fertling 
thefe two Points relating to Trade: Firft, That 
Commiffaries fhould be appointed to examine Du- 
ties; and, Secondly, That no Priviledge fhall be 
Vielded to any Nation, but what fhall be yielded 
ro the Englifh, and e contra for France. As to the 
Sufpenfion, it {hall be for two Months, provided 
K. Philip Renounces within that Time, or yields 
Spain to the Duke cf Savoy: Secondly, Thar the 
French fhall evacuate Dunkirk, and the Queen's 
Troops be admitted: Thirdly, If the States Gene- 
ral confent to the Su/penfion at the fame Time, they 
fhall havé the Liberty of putting a Garrifon into 
Cambray. “ 

: The Committee obferve, here was no mention 
miade’of oir Trade to Spain, and the Care of our 
Commeice in general was poftponed and refer- 
Fune 8,1712. N.S. Torcy 
fays, K. Philip had chofen Spain and the Indies, 
and would Renounce France : And now the King 
of France expects the Queen willclear all Difficul- 
ties; thar fhe would fertle the Su/penjion either 


‘ general, or at leaft between the two Armies in 
Fune 10. the Low-Countries, 


June 10. N.S. Torcy fends a 


Memorial in anfwer ro St. Fubn’s of May 24. O.S. 
that there’s a talk of invefting Quefnoy; he hopes 
the Queen dces not approve it: and though nei- 
ther our Trade was tettled, Dunkirk evacuated, 
nor the Englifb 

Cambray is vefufed to the Dutch ; Monfieur Torcy 
ropes, that the Bova Fide and mutual Contidence 


‘though the Queen's Demands were nor anis 


Garrifon admitred, and though. 


WOU 


would till continue, and thar the. Queen 
not infift upon Demands, which could caly ferve to 


create Jealoufies. 


4 . -ke 
Fune 6. O. S. St. Folw writes to Trey, char ~ | 


ered, > ¢ 


yet fhe would go w Parliament and inake Tich 
Declarations, as fhould render the Maticn vnaan?. 


! 


moufly inclined ro Peace; that fhe infifts on the 


“Renunciation ; hopes the Wing will nec find any 


thing offenfive in the Demands fhe was oldiced ro 
renew, being the Conditions of the 


[a af. . a 
Liit WY PLO > 


which when the King ‘conlents to, fays St. ‘Fel, 


You may fend to the Duke of Crmond, who, wiles te 
takes Poffeffion of Dunkitk, wit declare he dus Ove 
derseto ati no longer againti France ; that the Qvecn’3 
Plenipotentiaries may, from that Time, cpenly join wish 
thofe of France,. and give Law to tiife who will moi 
Yubmit to just and reafincble Conditicns. After this, 
the Commitee gives an Extract of a Lener from 


_Ld. Strafford to St. Fohn, wherein are feveral 


groundiets Allegations, upon which he advises the 
Sufpenfion of Arms. . 

June 7. N.S. St. Fobn writes a private Letter 
to Torcy, expreiling his urmoft Confidence in rhe x. ¢ 
good Faith of the French King; and telling him it , 
will frighten the Dutch to hear, That the Oucen will 
att no longer againft France. On the fame Day 
Mr. St. Fobn fends the Duke of Ormcend Copies of 
his two laft Letters, and of the Menicrial to Tor. 
cy; tells him, the Queen infifts on the Renunciati= 
on, and the Delivery. of Dunkirk, without which 
fhe will have no Ceffation ; bur if Torcy fends the 
Renunciation figned, and puts Dumkirk into your 
Hands, you are to declare, you cv aét no longer a- 
gainft France: otherwife, you até free from Re+ 
firaint, and at Liberty to take all reafonable Mea- 
fures that shay annoy the Enemy : then defires 
him to acquaint Villars with thefe Inftructions. 

Here the Committee goes back a litt]é, to ob. 
ferve the D. of Ormena’s Inftructions, and what 
Account he had fent of his Proceeding during the 
Correfpondence relating to the Renunciation. The 
Duke's Inftructions are figned April 12. 1712. by 
the Queen. He is Ordered to repair to the Hague, 
vifit the Penfionary, prefs a profecution of the War, 
to affure a good Correfpondence, co know the 
lan of the enfuing Campaign; and when arrived 
upon the Frontier, to Concert with Prince Eugene 
and the other Generals proper Meafures for en- 
tring upon Action. Thete-Inftructions the Com- 
mittee conceives muft be his Grace’s Rule, till 
Countermanded and revoked by equal Authority, 
there being no Directions to follow rhe Orders of a 
Secretary. 

April 24. N. S. D. of Ormond writes, he has gi- 
ven the Penfionary Affurances of carrying ‘on the 
War with Vigour ; that the 30. he was inethé 
Council of State, where there were great Expreifi- 
ons of Duty to the Queen: that there were no 
Operations refolved upon. The 25. April 0. S. be- 
fore the K. of Spain. had agreed to the Alternative, 
which Agreement was nor rill the 18. of May, N. 
S. St.Fobn gives the Duke a diftant Hint ; tells him, 
ail the Troops, whether Subjects or Foreigners, 
fhould be immediately under his Grace’s Com- 
mand ; infinuates, there are fome Reafoms to be 
Jealous of Prince Eugene ; advifes him to be cau- 
tious how he engages in any Action. Mary 9. N. 


S. D. of Ormond acknowledges his Letrers, and 


tells him his Orders. are ro act ‘in Conjuncticat 
with the Allies ; fo thar he cannor refuie a fair 


‘Opportunity of engaging the Enemy, if offered : 


bur hopes to have the Meiffengers, before the Ar- 
mies are form’d. May 12. N.S. he expreffes fome 
Uneafine{s ; wiflies to hear rhe Peace is concluded, 

or 


c- 
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er that we may have the good Fortune to force 
. ghe French to comply. May 25. N.S. The D. of 
‘Ormond writes two Lerters to St. germs a private 
and a publick One : In his private Letter he pro- 
‘ mnifes to obey the Orders from St. Fobn ; to keep 
the Secret; and hinder,. if he can, irs being 
{pected : but the Allies having propoted: tO at- 
te the Eneiny or to beftege Quefmoy, he fears 
"will be difficulr ro. difguite thre true Reafins of 
his oppofiag their Propofals ; In his publick Ler. 
ter he takes no Notice of any Orders not zo en- 
gage in any Siege or Bartle ; but fays, he has re- 
yiew'd the Troops, and found ” em in fo good a 
Condition, as. muft convince rhe Allies, how 
groundlefs their Complaints were of our Back- 
wardnefs ; and then goes on, If we find an Opportu- 
nity to bring the Enemy to a Battle, we flail not De- 
cline it. 
. May 28. in his Letter to Se. Zohn, he fays, Pr. 
Eugene defited him to. fend: Quarrer-Mafters ro 
view the FrenchCamp, which he could not re- 
fufe without Sufpitien ; bur he was fure no Adcti- 
on could Happen : that Pr. Eugene and the Deputies 
were to dine with him the néxt Day, and he 
feared wo be prefled to undertake fomething im- 
. mediately :. Here he takes Notice of a Lemer he 
WELLES tO Villiers, aad his Autwer : and. this fe- 
cret Correfpondence is only founded on a Pofttcripe 
of a Leter from §t. Fobn acy 10. wherein he 
fays, Communication of the Orders not to fight 
is given to France ; and if Viliars takes Notice af 
it to you, you are - to anfwer accordingly. May 
» ae 5. “Mare{chal ' Villiars affures his Grace, 
Chula Glory was to. be acquired againft him, 
it was agreeable News 49 hin to hear, they were 
ro be no longer. Enemies : The Duke an{wers, he 
had Orders on the fame Subject, and would con- 
form in the ftricteft Manner ; but his Grace. goes 
farther, and fays, the Motion we make is only far 
pSubfifiance of cur Troops ; , fo you need be under no appre- 
shenficn; however I will anfwer for the Queen's Troops. 


Be -The Commitee is at.a Lofs to accounr for this, 


sunlefs his Grace had Orders notonly,nor to act 
-againft France, butto give the French General Intel- 
Jigence : Upon the Réport of the Quarter-Matters. 
_ do Pr. Eugene, that the Simuation of the French gave 
us a propét Opportunity to attack ‘em, .he 
fropofed to the. Digs to. march. wwithoyt delay. 
This. makes him fa}; in his.Lez 
to St. golm, you may sanagine the Difficulty Lwas un- 
der to excufe this Matter : the beft Excufe I ¢ould 
make was. Ld. Swattord’s Voyage to.England, which 
. gave me, Reafen to. believe fomerhing of, Moment mgs 
doing ; and therefere I defired,they. would defer their Un- 
dertaking, till I received Letters from England : The 
_Leuer trom the Deputies tothe States sxeprefents fully 
_the Advantage the Confederates loft : chefe Repre- 
.fenrationsare all called affected Alarms by, St..Faln ; 
bur they made Impreifions on the Duke. The Allies 
told him ; we were bewaying them. He fends, Word . 
Quefnoy would be Letieged ; which was Invefted 
Gune-the 8. and that he -was obliged to fugnith - 
fome Troops in the States Pay ; 3: ‘though he’ would 
. wake Care not to give any* in the Queen's, Pay. 
Hirherto ‘the Reafan of the ,.D. of Ormend’s,not a- 
cting was a Secver-to the Allies ; 
Duke would be permited. to comply with his In- 
ftructions ;~burthe French King, it. feems, was so 
be delivered from -his Apprehenfions.. “We -did: 
_deliver-him ; ‘but this had-no osher- Effect, but Xe) 
inake us” low er the Kerms, whigh, could -be po 
rey antage. to us, -but were of rhe urmoft Impor- 
tance to France.” .By the. laft Conditions, if the 
An{wer from -France-was not figned by. MonGeur 
Torcy, and Dunkirk: put jaro the, Roffeffion. of the 
Duke of Ormond, --his Grace «might act againft 
France ; otherwife a Ceffation was to be deileces 
The Comimitee oblerves,. ‘tis {trange our Ge- 
neral {hould be ordeted.to,géveun-himilelf by fueh 


dude a d¢ 


7 of May og Duke, sith Orders r9: 


they hopedthe «Dunkirk; and defies, among other 


- Jon defire 3 and 


Significations, as he fhould rece f foot Fria, « , 


ee a thy Cpe wary Troop ars saad, Pia ne 

e 10n Of Dyunkir ign Thowld 
take Place, Onrhe gh Bue he ge St. Foha, 
that he had acquainted Ye, dies, ies ot our .Agree- 
ament.with the French 10.3. 
not cover the Siege ;. 
away when Dunkirk was ¢ feliy ered: and 

Villars word, he feared ysis Trap pe 
Pay will not leave Bfintge Eugene 

Torcy declares by Express, Zure.27. Py dee kets the fo- 
feign Tr¢ t.quit ihe Amy, th 

ft thee € ears the Era 
i A 

Britifp Ray to. wishdraw. <The Duke-ot Oighe 






“thet he would. 


ip 






a 


remains ive,. by. his Ordexs,sis:plain, 
che was free from ftkaint; as appears, ct his 
Leuer to St. Fohniakithe aoth, whereie «he a 
Jince Dutikirk. mes nat liwered, he looked ‘Mpon,- 

Self immediately at Liberty. to.aét.in Conjunttien mid 
the Allies, The Forcignér very much difebricerced 
our Meafures; But, June 2oth, St. Fobn.wiires to 
Tircy,, that the Queen was 


determined not.to 
thofe Troops, unlefs.they okeyed the Dates Or 
ders ; -shat if the. King will deliver Dunkirk, . 


‘Duke fhal retire, wish ey she remap nae m4 


-Foreigners, shat will ebe 
parate cpg that the States Wwduld 
foon:pe forced into a Peace ; a heing 
-able to {abit new Forces, would Soon not be itiza 
ark ag to provide for thofe they ‘had.:. then 
rells him, ifthe King fends Orders. fo selines | up 
r Dunkirk, the Duke of Ormond. syvill 
-his Part. He, fent*a Copy ots this Lessee 1o.tie 
unkirk be deli- 
yered, and withdsaw inthe: beft ] rhis Cir- 
.Cumftances will allow. This, Offer is no. Sooner 
. xeceived, but.confented:.to in France; .and Fercy, 
: Fuly 5. acquaints. “St. Feku, thar upon 
the Queen feparares, -keeps.no, Mediures with her 
a and only leayes then Time rofubmit, the 
Englifo Troops fhall be. permitred'to.enrer Dun~ 
_kitk: and foul the Ceffatign is, confented ro: rt 
-Fulyd 2. . S.. Ld. Strafford avriyes.in_the:Camp : 
-on the 14. Prince Eugene fends the Duke Word,. 
che would march the next Morning to atragk Lah= 
drecy 3. the Duke is: ft ge ; refules ro mareh 
or give him Affiftance eS ut, tells him he tnuft rake 
-Caye of the Queen's:Troops and change his Camp: 
On. the fame Day ;Villars acquainss the “Duke, 
shat she shad given Orders for .the - eG wf 
in 
‘Duke will fend bim Word, what -T and 
what Generals would obey bis Orders 3 becaufe 
he would nor lofe a Moment 10 me¢t the Boemy ; 
- nellsshign ‘tis no indifcreet Curiofiry, and-hopes he 
; will giyehim fome-light upon.the Doubrs bé-was in. 
In .Antwer, on the. is. pe Duke: fays, I_ would be 
glad I mere Ina 





"dt ail be tapable of telling you vo 
Morrow particularly what Troops. remain my 
Ca : Thac.be could not declare. the Sufpenti- 
“on ineForm, till Dunkirk was evacuated, “On rhe 
46, the D. writes to Villars, and-fays, I am 
wow. to acquit my fe _ Promife-I made Yefterday. 


ation ; thathe- Awpuld 


a 
a« 


Fune » 22.5 
N.S 


and by the Gengial Army. Fyne 
22. An Anfw ey Oe esky Torey, De rhe, Renun- N 
ciation fhould Regiftréd only in] ment, in 
ftéad of being ratified by the States , ange, and, 
that the French Officers fhould have Libetry to 
ftay in: Dankirk ks with. ae priv 1 Let 55 LO-PIGr 
vail with. Sr, Fohm £0 © Dent to thefe. Alterations : 
And Kee Marefebet Villars: ends a Copy of this Me- 
anorial and Anfwer to -doubrs ip 

but the Sufpenfion woul capa one 
were. fc Getic tt phy gia Hy | 
rers, om: ‘- Beye eal ais 
piel organ Pri 

- abandon Duclos 3, and m= r a. ore would 


Fune a7: 


Condition Fuly si 


Fuly 14: 


ity tp give jouw all.the infight Fuly 15; 
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Pr, Eugene is marched and all the foreign Troops have 
quitted us, except one Batallicn of Holftein: and two 
Squadrons of Walef. On the fame Day Villars ac- 
quaints the Duke, that the Governour of Dunkirk 
was preparing to evacuate the Place : for my Part, 
fays he, I already reckon you our Ally, &¢. The mext 
‘Day the Duke of Ormond ordered a Ceffation of 
Arms to be aimed by Sound of Trumpet. 
- Jf all the Troops in the Queen's Pay had fepa- 
‘ated, as the Britifh did, ‘tis moft certain, the 
‘whole Army of the Allies would have been left 
to the Mercy of the French, and might have-been 
‘eur to Pieces, or made Prifoners, at the Will of 
Mar. Villars. (Ld. Strafford thought he might turn 
‘this March upon the . 
Duke to fend Pr. Eugene Word, that his March 
had ed Us to the Enemy ; and that therefore 
we were obliged ro declare for a Ceflation : And 
Ld. Strafford, Fuly 16.1712. gives an Account of 
a Converfation with Bulow the Hanoverian Gene- 
ral; hisLerdfhip declares the Danger rhe Queen's 
“Troops were in, by being left alone in their Camp 
“when Pr. Bugene march’d, and Monfieur Bulow 
‘thereupon replying, in cafe of any Atrack they 
-would have been fure of their Affiftance ; his Lord- 
-fhip fays, He anfwered in a difdainful way, it would 
-be avery cdd Thing, when an Eleétor of the Empire 
fhould bera fufficient Proteétion to Great-Britain. 
- "Tis now thought proper-to recapitulate in what 
manner this fatal Ceffasion was procured. It is 
-evident, it was infifted upon and abfolurely necef- 
Aary for France ; and ‘tis as plain, the Englifh Mi- 
niftry advifed ic; bur they rhought it proper to 
. "annex fome Conditions ro this important Article, 
- ‘vo pafs it upon the deluded People, and juftify their 
“Treachery ; therefore Dunkirk wasa popular Point, 
char would {trike every Body, and the Renunciati- 
‘ -6n of the Spaniflb Monarchy.was induftrioufly cried 
cup. _ This Ceffarion anfwered all the Purpofes of 


‘France ; it left the whole Confederacy in their Pow- ~ 
-infifts further on the behalf of the D.of Savoy, an 


-er; and therefore Dunkirk was agreed to be deli- 
-wered up. Bus we have feen that Fortrefs fupplied 
‘by a new Canal more beneficial to France: And, if 
.we would have taken their Words,the French them- 
‘felves told us, We fhould deceive our felves, if we 
‘thought the Renunciation would have any effect. But to 
iclofe thefe:Reflections ; the Dutch had formed a 
*Defign to furprize Furnes : Upon which D. of Or- 
- mond, by his Letter Of. 21. writes thus to Ld. Bo- 
-lingbroke 5, 1 must acquaint your Lordfhip with an Af- 
‘fair communicated. to me by. a Perfon inclined to Her 
Majefty's Service ; and {0 goes on to tell his Lord- 
fhip of a Project the Durch had ro furprize Newport 
or Furnes ;.and that his Opinion was, fome means 
fhould be found to give Advice of it to Villars. 
-.. Thefe Things being done, Torcy calls upon St. 
Fohn to conclude the Peace berween France and Bri- 
_tain: He propofes fo regulate the Su/penfion by Sea, 
. and to fettle Packer-Boats between Dover and Ca- 
-tais 5 and the Sufpenfion to be publithed in Portugal - 
:and Catalonia, without waiting till it {hall be fer- 
itled at Utrecht. Mr. St. Fein affents to Torcy’s Pro- 
pofals; ahd thinks it not proper to lofe a Moment; 
. and then opens to him the Meafures concerted for 
the D. af Savoy ; propofes for him the Kingdom of 
‘Sicily; and declares the Queen will not defijt from 
ithat Demand: This Concern of our: Minifters for 
‘the .D. of Savoy, the Committee is at'a lofs to ac- 
;count for. The Emperor was offered Sicily by the 
: French. Notwithftanding this Propofal of our Mini- 
ftry, the D.of Savoy, (as appears by a Letter from 
Bp. of Briftol to St. Foby, Sept. 24. 1712.) declares, 
He was not {0 impatient of the Title of King, to 
dofe any real Intereft for it ; thar he thought it ex- 
‘traordinary for a Prince, beaten ren Years together, 


- to remain at laft with the Prize contended for ; but - 
ang Part of this Abjfira&. 


our Minifters promife him a Fleer and good Gua- 


the Allies, and prevails with the. 


; ‘= 2 te ogee J} Peasant o \ ad - 
rantees ; and they prévail upon him : bur ir doés 


nor appear to the Committee, how England became ° 


fo far concerned, as to offer its Guarantee for Sicily’ 
which muft have engaged us in a War againft the 


Emperor ; when ac the fame time they had made’ 


no Guarantee at all with the Confederates for the 
Proteftant Succeffion. 

The unfortunate Action at Denain was the fata! 
Confequence: of the Separation of the Armies ; 
Where Villairs 24 Fuly attacks Ld. Albermarle, beats 
his Troops, forces his Camp, and takes him Pri- 
foner : Upon which Torcy fends St. Fchn the agree- 
able News, and fays, The K. of France 7s perfudded, 
that this Advantage will give the Queen {o much more 
Pleafure, -as it may be a new Motive to overcome the 
Obftinacy of the Enemies to Peace. Afterward Torcy 
hopes, the Queen will effectually bring them to 
Reafon ; fhe*has the Means in her own Hands, if fhe 
will make ufe of Ghent and Bruges, and efpeciaily 
Ghent, the Mafter of which may always give Law to 
the Dutch. Villars likéwife congratulates the D. 
of Ormond, upon the Action at Denain, . After this 
Torcy propofes, that the Queen may ftop Starem- 
berg’s Projects in Catalonia, by ordering her Troops 
in Terragona not to ler the Germans into that Place ; 
and defires, that the French Ships then’ in the Me- 
diterranean may return unmolefted from the Levant ; 


which is complied with: But the the taking Ghene 


and Bruges was advifed by Ld. Strafford, as appears 


by his Letter ro St. Fohn, Fuly 17. 1712 ; the Mea» 


Suires I mentioned that would not be difagrceable to you, 


was that of marching to Ghent: The D. of Ormond 


gives an Accounrof hisMarch rowards: Ghent and 
Bruges ; and Ld. Bolingbrvke commends his Con- 
duct, and fays, That the News of Dunkirk could 
not be followed by any more agreeable, than that of his 


“Grace's March towards Ghent ; and on Fuly 22. fays, 


That his taking Poffeffion of Ghent and Bruges had 
improved her Mayefty s Views. 
July 18.O. S. Bolingbroke writes to Torcy, — 


fays, Orders are fent to Admiral Fennings to fuffer 
the French Ships coming from the Levanr’ to pafs 
freely. "Tis incredible thar our Miniftry, tho’ de- 
termin’d to give all ro France, fhould dare to act 
thus openly. Our Troops are directed to keep 
Poffeffion of Ghent and Bruges:to difappoint the 


‘Defigns of the Enemies of France, though there 


was nothing more yet declared, than a bare Suf- 
penfion of Arms. ‘The Syufpention by Sea and Land 
was not figned rill duz. 19. yet Ld. Bolingbroke on 
Guly 18. gave Orders not to intercept the French 
Fleet. Now Torcy thought they would ftick ar no- 
thing, that could.be propofed ; and therefore, as 
an Equivalent for Sicily, demands all the Nerher- 
lands for the Eleétor of Bavaria: He thinks the 
Queen's Army may render it practicable ; and that 
at would be for her Glory to contribute to” the Beneftt 
of a Prince of fo much Merit as the EleSor: But 
this would not pafs even upon -thefe Minifters ; ir 
was contrary toall the Propofitions, and would en- 
gage usin anew War: Befides, the Army of rhe 
Allies were yet perhaps confiderable enough to de- 


Fuly 17. 


Fuly 22, 
~~ “ 


fend the Conquefts they had made: But although - 


the Queen was to depart from feveral Thines, 


‘which in Juftice fhe fhould have procured ‘for her 


Allies, the K.of France’s Honour.to his Ally wes 
by no means ro be difpenced with: Yer ar laft he 
confents to the Duke of Savey’s having Sicily up- 
on Conditions, wherein there is ample Proyifion 
made for the Elector of Bavaria, 
Bolingbroke acquaints Torcy, he. has received the 
Queen's Orders to go to France; and hopes, un- 
der the Au/pices of the Abbot Gualtier, ina Week’s 
Time to falure him at Fontainbleau. . 
** My Paper for Friday will contain the remzin- 
M 
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